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Penn Notes - June, 2010

President’s Corner — Ig

Jakovac Our Director

Hi Gang — well, the Division )
Contest IS behlnd us — how awesome to have won '

the big prize for th&HIRD YEAR IN A ROW- Greetings all!

congratulations to one and all! In addition, our

good friendEllis Kocher received his District Bar-  There is a good chance that at some point, someone
bershopper of the Year Award — well, to be precisefrom your section or our music team may come up to

Miriam actually accepted the award as Ellis you and make a suggestion regarding something they
stepped out and was nowhere to be found when hifiave heard or have seen regarding your performance.
name was being called — congratulations Ellis — It could be something as simple as:

what an awesome achievement!! “When you sing the wortkar in this section, sing

with tallness in the vowel, like this...I've been hear-

Some of you may not be aware that the Lansdale ing it a little too strident” or

Chapter also received the GOLD AWARD from  “When you sing the wortlappyin this section,

the Harmony Foundation — we contributed $64.93 emote more happiness in your face and voice - like
per member to the Foundation. The Harmony this...” or

Foundation, in partnership with chapters like ours “Each time there is eeset adjust your stance like

of the Barbershop Harmony Society, exists to sup- this...” or

port and advance Barbershop Singing. Examples ofln this section of the song, you seem to be singing a
some programs funded through the Foundation in- little louder than everyone else, so to match better,

clude: we need about 10 or 158#ss volumdrom you”.

1. 125 Harmony University scholarships Ilg and | can only hear and fix so much in one night.
2. Harmony Camps/Workshops with more than ~ The smaller the details we can fix as an ensemble,
4,000 students and 85 teachers involved the better the overall sound will be. You have heard

The second Youth Harmony Festival with 9 cho-  Us demonstrate as an example how the slightest dif-
ruses and 267 young singers involved. Three haveference in a target vowel can mess up the sound
already chartered as new chapters of the Barber- When we are trying ring a chord.
shop Harmony Society.

So the next time someone comes up to you with a
Please note that any donation of any amount is taxcomment, please embrace their suggestion — be gra-
deductible and if you choose to participate, you carfious, thank them and change what is needed. They
designate 30% of your donation right back to the have our best interest at heart.
Lansdale Chapter.

Happy singing!
So, why am | telling you all this when we have al- Anne
ready been recognized with a GOLD AWARD?
Well, it's because we currently have only 4 mem-
bers who have made donations — it would be great
if everyone were to participate — give what you can
—it's for a great cause — please contact me if you
are interested in donating something.
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Ig’s Singing Corner

ANNE, ONE OF U.S.

Hi Gang — in case some of you have not seen the
scores from our Atlantic Division contest, | have

. On March 24th, a group of us traveled to the USCI
summarized them below:

Service Building at 1600 Callowhill St. in Philadel-
phia to view Anne becoming a citizen of our great
country. We applaud her and the 60 others from 30
MUSIC | PRESENTATION  SMGING countries that persevered through the procedure

Judge | Judge | Judge Judge Judge | Juege Awrage|  which culminated with citizenship.
1 2 1 2 1 i

Song Performed

When The Toy L. T
Soldiers Warchon 77 | 73 | 74 72 T | 8 748 Upon arriving at the USCI Building we all were
Pasde screened through a metal detector. Ken Ehrlich al-
Toyland m T 76 73 i 73.8

most didn’t make it! They didn’t believe that such a
Young looking man actually had metal knees!!

We arrived on the fourth floor. A gentleman
The grand average score for all categories and all (Lawyer) asked me if | was looking for the “Happy
songs was 74.3%. WOow!!!l! room” or the “Sad room”. He informed me the happy
room was where people became citizens and sad
This is just a hair better than last year and we got room was a court room where people were sentenced
some great ideas for how we might improve to deportation.
(especially our presentation scores) — we are on it
and will be getting some outside help to make sure As we entered the happy room, before almost every-
that we put on an even better performance at the disene else, | realized it was a “ friendly room”. Boy, |
trict contest. kept thinking how neat it would have been to sing to
everyone. Anne and Ig arrived shortly after us .
We’'ll keep the contest set fresh and will be ready to Aren’t Barbershoppers always early?
rock and roll at the district contest — can’t wait.
The first hour was taken up by necessary paperwork
for each individual. At 3 PM the official ceremony
took place . The ceremony was impressive and in-
spiring in many ways. We viewed people from 30
countries becoming what we all take for granted, a
citizen of the United States. | kept looking at each
U.S. citizen to be with joy and admiration filling my
heart. They did it right away!!

Continue next page—>
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Anne one of U.S...... Continues

Big surprise— unbeknown to us, Anne was doing necSUMMER 2010 SUNDAY CHURCH SINGS
essary paperwork with the clerk, she asked her if we

could sing the National Anthem. We didn’t even June 27— Living Hope Community Church

have a lead until Steve arrived at the last minute. We Plumstead Christian School
then had 6 Basses, 1 Bari, 1 Tenor and 1 Lead. Plumsteadville
. o . Warm-up 9:45 a.m.
Anne directed us while singing lead with Steve and Service at 10:15
looking at the words in her program at the same Don Detweiler, host

time! Amazing woman! Should have heard the tag!!

. ~July 11 - Bethel Hill United Methodist
Guys, it doesn’t get any better than that. We defi- Bethel Road & Rt. 73

nitely were the best barbershop chorus in that room!

_ _ Worcester

How neat is that? We will never forge the 24th of Warm-up 9:00 a.m.
March 2010. Thanks Anne, for the Golden Memo- Service at 9:30
ries. God Bless You. Tom Hurd, host

July 25— Gwynedd Square Presbyterian
837 Sumneytown Pike
Lansdale
Warm-up 9:30 a.m.
Service at 10:00
John Weber, host
August 8— St. John’s U.C.C.
Main & Richardson Sts.
Lansdale
Warm-up 9:45 a.m.
Service at 10:15
Ron Huisenga, host

Submitted by
Don Detweiler

August 22— Emmanuel Lutheran
75 W. Broad St.
Souderton
Warm-up 9:00 a.m.
Service at 9:30
Denny Vogel, host

UNIFORM FOR ALL OF ABOVE :

White pants, shoes, sox and belt;
blue short-sleeve button-collar shirt,
no tie
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Introduction

Using “Audacity” free audio recording/

playback software to help learn your part l.ve used the free software package called Audacity

quite extensively in the past when preparing learning
tracks

for my chorus, and it has also come in handy when
preparing for Brigades. In addition to a PC or laptop
with a

sound card, you will need a headset with an attached
microphone. Any PC telephony or gaming headset
from

Best Buy etc. will probably work fine.

Ted Blank
Hampton, NH
tedblank@gmail.com

Background

How can a PC help the learning process? There are
couple of things to mention at least for me. First, wh
I'm practicing, | always think | sound better than |
*actually* sound. This applies to being on top of the
notes,

to keeping phrases strong to the end, all the things \
work on as singers. Hearing myself when | play it
back, I

can focus on listening to my sound (as opposed to
ducing it) and pick the places that need the most wc
Surprise - | always find some!

Obtaining Audicity software

Audacity can be downloaded from http://
audacity.sourceforge.net/download/ as a free pack-
age. Download also

the free package ,lame mp3 encoder. since you will
need it to create mp3 files.

Copy the part predominant files for your part onto

Second, singing in tempo with the learning CD adds your PC

pressure similar to singing in a contest - you have tc
be

ready for that next phrase or syncopation, and you
don't get a second chance. Mostly | know exactly
where |

have screwed up, and when | play it back, sure enol
there it is. It's like a final exam, but you get to take it
as

many times as you want, until you get 100.

First you should copy (“rip”) the part-predominant
tracks from your learning CD onto your PC hard
drive,

either as .wav or .mp3 files. Audiograbber is a great,
free program for doing this. If you use Audiograbber,
you can rip them directly as .mp3 files to save space
on your hard drive. (The other option, ripping

as .wav

The only better “final exam” for me at least is to sing files, takes much more space.)

with three other guys, but | can take the Audacity te:
any

evening | have a few minutes free and fix a few erro
at a time, until it's as flawless as | can get it.

Load a file into the first track in Audacity

For me, this is just a tool that | find helpful.
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What do you want to be when you grow up?
-Michael Nabhill

When | was fourteen| discovered the hobby of building and flying radio controlled modelaes
From my house | watched as a model flew around above the field wieeBudd plant used to be. C
day, | walked over to the field and introduced myself to the pilot. iMfaediately became friends.
would spend many an evening in his basement and garage building @odi¢éddking about stuff. He w.

older than | was - thirty or so — and still playing with higstobut he was also responsible. He w: .

schoolteacher, husband and a good father to his then four year old daughter. | wanted torbediien |
got older.

When | was thirty, one of our camping friends had their second child. They were such goads;
They worked and communicated so well together. | promised myselfitesm we had children, we wot
take parenting tips from them. Less than four years later, nthwowr own new daughter, we did just tt
We emulated their parenting and asked their advice. | believé @nata better parent for having kno
them and the evidence is right there in my children. Our dasgateremotionally healthy and well ¢
justed. And those camping friends are still great parents. Aad grown into the person whom | wan
to be when | was fourteen. | still played with my toys but | was responsible.

When | was forty three | discovered the hobby of barbershop singing. | wasn't looking fabby; | wa:
just looking for music. What | found was a vast brotherhood of nfex like me, really enjoyed singin
What | also found was that within the brotherhood, there were manyduodis whom | wanted to be il
when | got older. They were responsible folks yet they stijtgalavith their toys. Except instead of ¢
planes and camping and Barbies, their toys were barbershop songs and audiences

Recently, at almost forty five,l was once again presented with another person to emulate — the Ale
Harmonizer singer. While waiting for our chorus's turn to perfdrivad the privilege of watching Tl
Harmonizers practice for their mic-test performance abikiesion Chorus Contest; a prelude to the pse
age that they are preparing to present at the Internationals€dmgeJune in here in Philadelphia. T}
director readied them, they assumed their starting positions, angutthe first song on their faces. Tt
there was silence. Eight or ten seconds passed and the pitcloymoled. Nobody moved. Then the
rector started them. They sang a painfully moving song about lmsiag They all looked like they we
singing right to me; the angst of their words painted on theésfan bold colors. | would not have be

)

O 1 =2

indria

surprised to see tears running down their faces as they saunglththe most agonizing part of the ly .

As the song ended, they returned to their original starting posistill with the first song on their fac
Once again nobody moved. Then the director motioned and, as if turnanlyigbi switch, their next sor
started. Their faces immediately changed to jubilatiomheg progressed through the introduction du
which they crescendoed from a sound that was barely audible to a vblaihmeade the walls of the roc
ring. | was very impressed. And the song continued. Their choreognagshyery complex and includ
all of the men on the risers participating in a “wave”. Thoexggryone was jumping around, the word:

the song were clearly understandable. As their performanctudedc| reflected on what made their ¢ -

formance great: All of their faces were engaged the evtiole, the words were clearly pronounced
understandable, their choreography was together and their mign@athics were astonishing. Even wil
the director asked them for something different, they all did éthay. It is clear that Alexandria is p
pared to compete at the highest levels.
It would have been a fantastic experienctor the members of the Sounds of Liberty to have been ab
watch the Harmonizer's performance. Those of you who missed it passed up a gréahibppmvitness
what is possible within our chorus — if only you would allow yourselves to take ownerstaprgigrform-
ance. Practice and rehearse as though you were performing on stagethéesangs and the choreogre
phy. Listen while the director is speaking ... And strive to be as great asathoseyou admired and
wanted to be like when you grew up

6
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BHS International

Convention
When Jun 29 —
Jul 5, 2010
Phlladelphla, PA 4-Jun Davison, Diane
S.Jun Kratz Jane
7-lun  Kocher, George
October 1—3 8-Jun  McMillan, th
9-Jun Green, Kellv
14-Jun Colon, Dino
Fa” DISUIC'[ 17-Tun  Sagrestano_T.ynn
Convention 19-Jun  Dehner, Eugene

26-Jun Hecbner, Laura

August 1-8

3-Jul Gingrich, Ken, Jr.
Harmony University 3-Jul Kocher, Miriam
3-Jul Ziegler. Ernie
5-Jnl Detweiler, Dorene
11-Jul Harbowve, Dave
12-Jul Rittenhouse, Dottie

14-Jul Fitzgerald, Verna
] 16-Jul Schuetrumpf, Linda
= . 16-Jul Weidler, Joe, II
':f' F Thanks to this month’s con- 19-Jul Payne. Walt
| tributors: Anne Bureau, Ig 20-Jul Dehner. Evelyn
LI, Jakovac, Don Detwailer, Dav 26-Jul Harbove, Anne
. Baraff, Vince Czepukaitis an 29-Jul Calabria, Phil

ichael Nahill from the Phila. Chapter

If any birthdays are missing, please
advise me and it will be corrected.
Editor
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A lot of exciting things are happening at tH
North Pennsmen Chapter. Bring your friends pn
any Tuesday night. They will have an
enjoyable evening because..
“It's great to be a Barbershopper!
Especially at Lansdale!”

Contributors to this News Letter are wanted. $o
if you have anything of interest to Barbershop-
pers send it to me. Thideadline is the 15th of
the month.

North Pennsmen Officers

President

Past President

VP Music & Perf

VP Chapter Dev

VP Programs
Treasurer

Secretary

Board Members
Pasquale, Tom Telford

Rich Maurer
Al Anderton
Vince Czeptikai
Ig Jakovac
Ken Giolg
Pat Shelly
David Baraff, Al

Musical Director Anne Bureau
Golden Pennsmen Director... Don Detweiler

Meetings
Tuesday Nights, 7:00 p.m.
Central Schwenkfelder Church
Valley Forge Road, Worcester, Pa.

Lansdale Chapter, P.O. Box 1401
Lansdale, PA 19446-0755
(215) 393-1940

http://www.harmonize.com/NorthPennsmen/

Dino Colon, Editor colon09@comcast.ne
4675 Gravel Pike (215) 234-0212

MEMBER OF

Lansdale Chapter, SPEBSQSA
P.O. Box 1401
Lansdale, PA 19446-0755
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